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Table 1- Frequency distribution of respondents based on age.

Age Abundance
25 years and younger 64
Between 26 and 45 56
Between 46 and 55 59
Between 56 and 66 53

66 years and older 52
sum 284
No answer 1

Percent The cumulative percentage
22.5 22.5
19.6 422
20.7 63
18.6 81.7
18.2 100
99.6 -
4 -
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Table 2- Frequency distribution of respondents based on literacy level.

Education level Abundance Percent The cumulative percentage
[literate 48 16.8 16.8
Elementary 104 36.5 53.1

Middle school 71 249 78

High school or diploma 33 11.8 89.8

Academic 21 7.4 100

sum 277 97.1 -

No answer 8 2.8 -
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Table 3- Frequency distribution of respondents based on main job.

Main job Abundance Percent The cumulative percentage
Agriculture 159 55.8 55.8
Gardening 37 13 68.8

animal husbandry 52 18.2 85

Other cases 37 13 100

sum 282 98.9 -

No answer 3 1.1 -
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Table 4- Frequency distribution of respondents based on the amount of agricultural land.

Agricultural land (hectares) Abundance Percent The cumulative percentage
Under 4 hectares 214 75 75
4 to 10 hectares 50 17.5 95
11 to 15 hectares 20 7 99
16 to 20 hectares 0.7 99.7
Upper 20 hectares 0.7 100
Without land - - -
No answer 4 1.4 -
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Table 5- Frequency distribution of respondents based on monthly income.

Monthly income (Tomans) Abundance Percent The cumulative percentage
200,000 and less 54 26 27.2

Between 200,000 and 300,000 120 49.1 78.7

Between 301,000 and 400,000 52 11.2 90.5

Between 301,000 and 500,000 44 7.4 98.2

Between 601,000 and 700,000 3 1.1 99.3

Above 700,000 2 0.7 100

Without land 272 95.4 -

No answer 10 4.6 -
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Table 6- The amount of respondents' participation in different levels of participation.

Participation levels Very little Low Average Much TooMuch None No answer
Consciousness 52 40 46 62 60 47 20
Decision 40 49 61 21 15 88 11
Performance 51 36 60 30 18 89 7
persuasion 10 14 52 72 98 21 18

bgie oS5t 5l 3550 (Sl 55500 9 Sloss
STYOIY oS sl o] S ko loazsly iz _ls 505
Sl g (85 A Slsl3 (n i) GlsSSaly
RO & LA)’

9 09— § (5 ol slac s ol =l
po—wgd 5| Lt o3l S5 o] e (5,108,500
e Bl o9 g Cold) el Gl o e
Sl ks g ol sojlal s lls oo 0 51 /PAIF
o (22l sl sleg b sl

oS )l 4Bk sloghe slajlitel gonges |
Sl sy JS S e o o pusel slacdlas jo
Y Jso2)

o Ll el 50l 8l g las slsay,os Soloas
(o= )| O Sl 00l 1),?‘ sleeddls GL“L;}.’J
lap T ZVYIY 5 05 8L s 5 0l (LOY) ol o 0
Aty o8l 4eSze (4 Y)

o (& A ‘Gsljl)é O i) Q\)loﬁo]&g )’] VARTAT
bl >l g lsusul slacalad 3,05k o (S )Lk
lacJlas u.>| (RN ) ol TR (S RCCERY
S e 10 0,00 LOAY g4aze jo sl
AN 1S g o5 Sl

&=l 50 (LFAN) (LbeSK b 5l ed 4y o003
«)lpl ( Jb oSS ol 5l s )lo5—5u 1 slez,b

(S0l Gz b 5o (LT e jLike g0 31l (bl 310 0 34 Sl 22395 -V Jgur

Table 7- Frequency distribution of users based on their participation in watershed management projects.

Participation rate =~ Abundance Percent The cumulative percentage
None 15 53 54

Very little 24 8.4 14

Low 29 10.2 24.4

Average 122 42.8 68.3

Much 69 24.2 93.1

Too Much 19 6.7 100
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Table 8- Correlation table between the variables affecting participation and the participation rate of users

Variable scale of measurement  The correlation coefficient ~ Sig  The correlation coefficient
The amount of media use sequential Spearman 0.000 0.287%%*

Income sequential Spearman 0.001 0.189**

Age spatial Spearman 0.798 0.0.015

Level of Education sequential Spearman 0.024 0.141*

main job nominal Chi-square 0.464 Chi-2.38

* Significant at the 1% level
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Table 9- Multivariate regression for the dependent variable of users' participation in watershed projects.

Variable B B T Significance level
Use of media 0.79 0131 2.009 0.051
Level of education 0.008 0.044 0.844 0.5

The income of the beneficiaries

0.785 0.059 3.013

0.004
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Introduction and Objective

Lack of awareness of rural people is the main factor in the destruction, erosion, and change of
natural resources. Therefore, rural development programs should be pushed towards participatory
management to preserve and restore natural resources. Modification and change of behavior is done when the
beliefs of the rural community change. Most people believe that preserving natural resources is one of the
duties and powers of governments. But the fact is that sometimes these interventions have been destructive.
Since the development of human resources is one of the basic principles in participatory management, And
participatory management in rural communities is implemented at an optimal and effective level when the
gap between the past generation and the rural youth can be resolved by developing education in the field
of awareness regarding the correct handling of natural resources. the first step is to develop and improve
the awareness and knowledge of human resources through a change in behavior, attitude, and individual
skills. The infrastructural limitations of villages and their limited access to education and communication
facilities make educational and promotion media one of the most important means of transferring
information, knowledge, and skills to rural people.
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Materials and Methods
This research, using the survey and documentation method, try to investigate the participation of
residents of watersheds in West Azerbaijan province (Takab, and Shahindej) in watershed management
projects and identify the most important influencing factors. The samples were selected using stratified
random sampling and the data collection tool was a questionnaire. The face validity of the questionnaire
was confirmed by agricultural extension and education experts and watershed experts, and its reliability
was estimated to be 82% using Cronbach’s alpha.
Results and Discussion

Multivariate regression analysis with the combined method showed that income, education, and the
amount of media use are the most important influencing factors in public participation. Also, there is a
positive and significant relationship between the influence of the media and the active participation of
the village people in watershed projects.

Conclusion and Suggestions

Therefore we conclude that, the use of educated rural youth to produce, publish or use the media can
significantly contribute to increasing the participation of villagers in watershed management projects.

Keywords: Effective factors, Influencing factors, Media, Participation, Watershed projects, West
Azerbaijan



